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May 19, 2003

06 March 2006

Tony Blair

10 Downing Street

London

SW1 2AA

Dear Tony Blair,
Subject: Guantanamo Bay US Naval Station Facility
First of all, I offer my greetings to you in this year of 2006, praying that you, Mrs Blair and the family are in sound health and state. I write to you to express my feelings, concerns and expectations regarding the Guantanamo Bay prison camp operated by the American Government. I believe it to be shocking that the US, apparently our closest ally,  has a facility (or facilities) that holds individuals for years at a time, without charge, due to the most arbitrary and unsubstantiated evidence, with no rights, in the most deplorable of conditions not least with hoods covering their heads, which is torture enough, quite frankly. If someone had told me years ago that the US would officially operate such a facility in the 21st Century, I would have deemed them highly sensationalist and paranoid; the US, who was perceived to be the moral and ethical policeman of the world, never fearing to confront the Soviets on their institutional behaviour nor wisely encouraging smaller countries to better themselves in the sphere of human rights for their known good.
Furthermore, I am shocked beyond belief that we now live in a world where the existence of the facility in Cuba has become a normalcy; people have become used to it partly due to the lack of international pressure brought to bear upon it (although it seems that has changed recently what with the recent the UN report) not to mention a preoccupied public who can barely manage day-to-day affairs not to mention have a moment spare to think about matters around the world that fundamentally affect the concept of the western civilisation that we claim to be living as part of. How and why has this happened? The UK, albeit in a precarious strategic position with regards to the US and the rest of the world, nevertheless must persuade the American Government to close down this facility. What will it take to shut this facility (and any similar facilities) down? 
I am not one to list to you your duties and responsibilities as Prime Minister of this country, but you must show your countrymen that you have their best interests at heart by, at the very least, exhorting the US to review each case of internment at Guantanamo to determine cause for detaining further the inmates there, particularly those of British nationality. Politics is perception and a great section of the global community now sees the American Government as having run amok, flouting human rights, tallying up elaborate abuses and methods of torture, creatively justifying the aforesaid with innocent cries of “but we have to protect the world.” 

You do not do that by mimicking the enemy, if the enemy is as you say it is. It seems that, rather than just mimicking, the US has self-delivered a blank cheque assuming the world will tow the line. I have an unnerving intuition that the vast majority of inmates at, not only Guantanamo, but Abu Ghraib and other coalition-led facilities are innocent bystanders of this futile and misdirected campaign to wipe out global terrorism. We all know that that will not be achieved with our current tactics; indeed, it is as clear as daylight to any informed observer as to the futility of confronting just the symptoms of terrorism and that with guns blazing. I understand the policy of non-negotiation with terrorists which I myself absolutely subscribe to. However, addressing the root causes of terrorism does not mean that one is somehow negotiating. It is simply a matter of eliminating the sources of justification for the “evil ones” and what they ideologically feed off of.
International pressure, led by the United Kingdom, must be brought to bear on the US to purge itself of these inhuman policies and facilities. The soul of western civilisation depends on it; otherwise we will go down in history with the rest of the historic world powers as cruel colonial imperialists. Is this really how we want to be judged by history because we do not nearly judge ourselves as truthfully as does history and the generations to come? Torture, unlawful and prolonged detainment are the very antithesis of the human rights that you yourself claim to uphold and reading between the lines your recent comment to critics of Guantanamo that we should not forget the context in which the camp’s occupants were brought in seems to suggest that you are justifying US policies regarding detainees in the war on terror. That somehow because you slap a different label on it, you can flout the rule of even your own law.
With no access to detainees, who on earth knows what is taking place in that facility despite the American claims of correct treatment. People can lie, and prison guards in a top-secret facility are no different especially with the lack of international regulation plus the fact of the US Government’s hostile rejection of the International Criminal Court’s wish to extend its jurisdiction to US Military Officers. I mean, what kind of message does that give out? Mr Blair, put simply and rationally, the likes of Guantanamo are more befitting a despotic regime. Some argue, possibly rightly, that that is exactly what America has become in the 21st Century. Camp X-Ray (even the name sounds like it was thought up by Ming the Merciless!!) and associated facilities around the world must be shut down if the public is to believe any differently.
I look forward to hearing from you and seeing concrete action regarding this issue. Best wishes.

Sincerely yours,
Mohammed T Tariq

